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IST. 
Though much has been written and said up- 
on the subject of Atheism, little to the pur- 
pose has been read or hear d. “The fool hath | 
said in his heart there is no God,” is the only 
opposing argument we ever heard from the}. 
pulpit. The press has been equally pusillan-| 
imous in its attacks upona system which cer- 
tainly demands the serious attention of the| 
eee, whether erroneousor not. The| 
fact that many eminent philosophers in every | 
age have bee 
the .only int at which “modern infidel- 
ity,” as it is called, stops,should atleast ren- 


der it worthy the attention of the curious. It| 
is strange thatlovers of divine truth should 


fear to contemplate, calmly and dispassionately, 
a system which, to them, if we ¢redit their 
professions, is solittle enticing. “The cold and 
cheerless system of Atheism!”—~Why then fear}! 
beinga lured byit? If its arguments are so utter- 
ly shal low,-its features so revolting, why not en- 
deavor to rid the world of it, by undeceiving 
its deluded votaries? We fearlessly assert that 
no manever met with a well informed and 
sincere Atheist (and by the way few profess A- 
theism unless tliey are sincere, for it is not the 
road to popular favour) who avoided an investi- 
gation of his principles. Atheists ask but to be 
heard and reasoned with; but no, they are con- 
demned without a hearing, and themselves and 
their atuments consigned to the keeping of Sa- 
tan. Thisis no way toconvertthem. They 
are not fanatical inthe maintainance of their 
opinions, but they cannot be coerced into sub- 
mission. ‘They mayjnot pry intodomestic circles 
to ensure the conversion of children and ser- 
vants—they may not manifesta spiritof proselyte- 
ism that would obtrude itselfupon even a sin- 
gle member of the human family—yet some- 
thing better than abuse and misrepresentation 
will be necessary to counteract the influence 
which their writings are now wielding over 
the minds of the most intelligent of every civ- 
ilized nation. The World is rising into Athe- 
ism, without being aware of the fact. Educa- 
tion has given the term ean odious sound—yet 
men become Atheists in principle while ehim- 
iug in with the world’s erusade against an 
empty name. Well, Atheists should not com- 
plain—yet they would not achieye eblood- 
less victory: they would ratherbe kaown by 
their arguments than by their name. 
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EDITED BY AN ASS( OCi ATION. 
ST. & OUI iS , ViAW ‘21, 4 S35. No. f £9. 
If WESTERN EXamMiNER. | Among the few ati mpts 7 have oe met 


navowed Atheists, and that it is/ 


| with, to confront Atheism with argument, is 
that of Dr. Beecher, in his third lecture on 
skepticism, delivered in Cincinnatilast winter, 
and published in theCincinnati Journal. As, J 
seek to embrace every poss ible opportunity of 
\investigating this subject, lam mt ch indebted 
ithe kindness ofa distant friend, who furnish- 
| ed me with a copy of the paper containing the 
lecture. I shall cudeavour to give to its 
‘ments an impartial éxamination. 

{shall passover the author’s remarks upon 
ithe wilfulness of Atheism—for though he selects 
las his text the courteous passage before allu- 
lded te », “The fool hath said” &c., he yet thinks 
junbelief wilful. Notwithstanding, however, 
ithathe first assumes the Atheist : to hex fool, 
and then a hypocrite, he is willing tomeet him 
with, at least, a show of ment. His first 
position is, that “itis a thin: z eminently to be 
desired, that rae should bea supreme benev- 
olentintelligence, who is the Creatorand mor- 
al Governor of the universe, whose subjects 
and kingdom shall endure forever.” Now this 
desire, though entirely destitute of any logical 
argument in favour of the truth of the existence 
of a Deity, is perhaps the strongest inducement 
to such a belief that exists. Men are taught 
that it wou!d bea pleasant thing thus to be con- 
nected witha supreme intelligence, and there- 
forethey are thus connected! Who does not 
wish to be happy in this life. But does it follow 
thatall arehappy? Some court the applause 
of the world, and die unrenow ned—unnoticed ; 
yet they should reach the pinnacie of fame, were 
the argument at all valid. Perhaps nine tenths 
of mankind aspire towealth and distinction, 
while millions are dropping into the grave who 
never rose above thelevel of their 1mmediate 
wants; yet riches, happiness, and renown, could 
beas easily attained to by wishing, as a know!- 
edge of the existence of Deity could be brought 
about by the same kind of means. 

But is it soeminently desirable that a God 
should exist? Until we could avail ourselves of 
some direct and satisfactory information rs to 
his attributes and propensities, we could not 
consistently desire his. existence. Who could 

desire the existence of a revengeful, cruel, and 
vindictive God—euch an one, fi “for instance, as 
the God of the Israelites? The desire then, that 
a God should exist, bears not the shadow 
of an argument in favour ofsuch existence, as 
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in the first place, we constantly desire the oc- | sage, which it is presumed was intend 
currence of events that do not occur, and second- | forth the argument of design: 
ly, that suchdesires spring froma knowledge| “The evidence of the existence of a self-exis- 
of similar events havingoccured to others. We | tent mind 1s as great as it would beif what we 
could only desire the existence of a Deity by behold were in fact the product and evidence of 
knowing that the existence of other Deities had | such an existence. The only evidence of in- 
been beneficial to man. If the desire arises from | telligent mind is the manifestation of design; & 
a conviction that Godis good,the argument the only evidence of design is the adaptation of 
destroys itself, for itimmediately supposes some|means to ends,in such a manner as cannot be 
other evidence by which this conviction was| accounted for by accident, without the absurdi- 
conveyed to the mind. ‘ty of supposing an effect without a cause.” 
The next argument of the Dr. is, that “there| That design, when we know it to be such,proves 

is no evidence that there is noéa self-existent, e-| 9 designer, we will very readily admit. But 
ternal mind, who is the creator and providen-| suppose that we were to admit that every ap- 
tial, and moral governor of the universe. Some-| parentadaptation in nature of means to ends, 
thing, continues he, itis admitted must have been) evidenced design, what would thence be proven? 
eternal—And it may as well be self-existent| That one independent being existed, separate 
mind as se'f-existent matter. Itis as easy to|from matter? We presume not. Would the 
conceive of a mind self-existent and eternal,| mechanism of a watch prove that one man 
which shall systematize the universe, as of a| made it? Or has it yet been proven that mat- 
’ self-existent eternal systematized material sys-| ter doesnot possess a modifying principle in- 
tem. That which exists without beginning and| herent in itself? Dead matter cannot think, 
without cause, cannot be reasoned about, and) ;; may be replied; but we know of no such 
may be one thing, as well as another. It may as | thing as dead matter. The cuticle of the hu- 
well be believed that there is a self-existent vol-| man body appears, of itself, to possess no vitali- 
untary mind, as that there isa self-existent or-|ty, yet it is necessary to the existence of a 
ganized universe.” | thinking being. 

Without entering intoan argument to disprove | The argument of design, in relation to the 
the existence of God, we mightdemand of the creation of matter,really proves nothing. When 
writer first to give the evidence in favour of that| we Jjook upon a painting, we only think of the 













































existence. Noone should be expected to prove 
the negative of a question, until the affirmative 
side had been stated. Sucha course would put 
anendto argument, for if Dr. Beecher is jus- 
tified in simply asserting, that a God exists, we 
can reply with equal authority, God does not ex- 
ist. But he proceeds toassert that as something 
must have existed eternally, that something 
mightas well have been self-existent mind, as 
self-existent matter. Notatall. We can form 
no idea of a self-existent mind unconnected with 
matter, and consequently cannot suppose its 
pre-existence. Who ever thought of thinking 
without a brain? Mind, as far as we can reason 
about it,isas mucha function of the brain, as 
digestion is of the stomach, and as much depen- 
dant upon material organization. All that we 
know of mind demonstrates it to be the effect 
of the operations of matter, and therefore it 
could not have preceded the existence of mat- 
ter. Weare next roundly told, that if matter 
existed eternally, we could not reason aboutit. 
Why? The reason isnot given. We know 
that'matter exists, and must infer that it always 
ex#ted, until something can be shown to have 
existed before it—which isa task yet to beac- 
complished. 
We next have the following very lucid pas- 


artist because we know that the powers of man 
are capable of producing sucha result. We 
may have seen an artist paint a picture, at least 
we may have seen men perform works equally 
evincing ingenuity and skill, and we thence ar- 
gue theexistence of the painter. But no one 
ever saw God make an Universe. 'To show the 
fallacy of the argument more clearly, we 
would advise the reader to try toeoncei¥what 
God lookslike. Can he arrive at any'satisfac- 
tory conclusion? When we look upon a picture, 
it is otherwise. We immediately have repres- 
ented before the mind the form of something 
capable of producing such an effect. Were we 
told, however, that the picture was designed by 
some nondescript intelligence, we should be 
incapable of finding an imaginary form corres- 
ponding to thatintelligence. Suppose that we 
were told by a Soofi, that the ruling intelligen- 
ce, ormodifying principle of nature was a Spi- 
der, by what arguments could we convince him 
that he was inerror? Certainly by none short 
of those of materialism. 

Itis said thatthe perfection of man, and the 
regularity and order every where pervading 
nature, evince an intelligence inconceivably 
more grand than the human mind. The grea- 
ter the design in the universe we are told, the 
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greater must be the powers of God. Now this ar-|ting orthodox ones 
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The senti- 


to the bottom. 


gument when carried outalso destroys itself,for}ments of natural existences. aided by the 


itrelates the same to the powersof God. If, 


God possesses such sublime faculties, how much 
more’sublime must have been some antice- 
dent cause! Apparent design then, either, 
proves nothing, or it proves too much. 

The rest of the lecture is entirely predica-| 
ted upon the arguments already considered, | 
and needs no further examination. | 

CELSUS. | 
S++ 
FOR THE WESTERN EXAMINER. 


CHRISTIAN ABSURDITIES. 


The “Christian Messenger,” published at} 
Jacksonville, Ill., and edited by Barton W. | 
Stone, seems tohold to the leading doctrines | 
of Christianity, with some modification of| 
“Original, or birth Sin,” as_ not beginning | 
until the exercise of reason, and of regenera- | 
tion being effected by the same faculty. This) 
is much better than calvinistic orthodoxy, | 
and agrees nearly-with— the religion of| 
Campbell, which, rejecting the absurd-dog- 
mas of original or birth sin, and of a super-| 
natural influence, willlead the mind to see that) 
the cause of moral evil, consists in erroneous | 
institutions educating erroneous sentiments. | 

The editor deplores the division of christian- 
ity into so many sects, and calls upon them 
to rally to the standard whichhe has rear- 
ed, andunite unler the name of Christians, 
taking the gospel, and not creeds for their 
guide. But he willcall in vain. From the 
knowledge which is now spread abroad, man- 
kind can never unite under any thing short of | 
the doctrines of materialism. Never wi!l chris- 
tia again be so united as it was under 
Co tine. It was formed amidst conflic- 
ting opinions—was partially one sect for a short 
time—and then split between the political as-| 
pirants of the easternand western empires, in- 
to the Grecian and Roman Churches; which, 
prevailing in different countries, could not cor- 
rect each other, but degenerated into the high- 
est degree of absurdity and. corruption in the 
middle ages;and has now become reformed er- 
ror under the protestant sects and is dividing 
the empire of superstition with the original 
sects. oe 

Natural ideas are now increasing through 
science and philosophy,and mingling with the 
supernatural ones tosuch an extent, that the 
moral world exhibits an incongruous mass 
of conflicting’ sentiments attracting or re 
pulsing each other, forming more enlighten- 
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excitement. 


printing press, are daily strengthening them- 
selves, andthe dogmas of christians becoming 
more irreconciliable to them. The liberal 
sects of christians, increasing so rapidly, and 
the orthodox: sects purging themselves of some 
of their most absurd tenets, and partaking 
of the general intelligence and liberality, will 
very probably unite into two sects generally, 
until both shall become a mongrel mixture of 
christianity and materialism. And when ma- 
terialism shall become the popular belief, then 
farewell to the reign of superstition, when 
priests shall become “ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ.” , 

There will certainly be unions formed a- 
mong sects that differ but very little. It 
was but a very few years ago when the 
Presbyterians, Baptists, & Methodists, were an- 
athematizing each other; now they call each 


other their “orthodox brethren;” commune 


with each other—preach in churches or camps, 
and have discovered that it is unimportant 


whether baptism is administered by sprink- 
ling, pouring, or emersion. While the Camp- 


nT, 
maw 


ellitesand Stonites still tenacious of the 
mode of baptism by emersion, they reject 
one of the most essential points of orthodoxy 


—that of the operation of the Holy Ghost. 


n factthe reign of this,the third person of 
the trinity, is nearly over. Christians are 
becoming too intelligent to fancy they are su- 
pernaturally operated upon. ‘The more inform- 
ed find when their enthusiasm is cooled, that 
their being “born again” is only a nervous 
The dogma of a supernatural in- 
fluence has produced upon the minds of the ig- 
norant agreat deal of holy phrenzy and blood 
shed. If the third person of the Trinity had 
consisted of Satan instead of the Holy 'Ghost, 
asis the case in the Egyptian, Grecian, Per- 
sian and?Hindostan religions, there would not 
have beenso much human miseryin Chris- 
tendom. For the worship of the evil Deity, 
as is the case with them, whodo not consid- 
er him as operating supernaturally upon them 
as the Christians do of the Holy Ghost, could 
never have excited so much presumptcus fren- 
zy as is seen in those whothink they are led by 
this Holy Ghost. All these religions had their 
trinities composed of gods that created—gods 
that preserved, and gods that destroyed; and 


each class were deemed proper objects of wor- 
ship—prayers and sacrifices were thought to be 
as efficacious when offered up tothe evil de- 


ed sects of christians at top and precipita-jities as to the goodones. Thus Orus, Osirus 
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and T'yphon were the Egyptian triad; Jove, THE MIRACLE OF THE SKULL. 

Neptune Pluto, the Grecian and Roman; Oro-} ‘Two men digging a grave in a church-yard at 
manes, Mithrades and Ahrimanes were the tri | Macon, upon the river Seine, found a skull, 
ad of the Persian; Brahma, Vishnu and Siva which they threw upon the grass by them, with 
were the triad of the Hindoos;—And God,|the common unconcern of erave-diggers; but 
Christand Holy Ghost, are the triad of the soon perceiving it to stir, they ran to the tur- 
Christians. But the writers of the Christian |ateofthe parish, and told him what they had 
religion thinking to refine a little uponthe trin-|seen. The superstitious curate immediately 
ity of the heathens, from whom they stole supposed it was the skull of some saint that 
their materials, attempted to improve theirre-'had been buried in that place, and therefore 
ligion, and ‘substituted the Holy Ghost instead | posted thither, where, to his great surprise and 
of Satan,and madetheir trinity consist of Fa- joy, he found the skull still moving upon which 
therSon and Holy Ghost; instead of God,\he cried out, “A miracle! a miracle!”and re- 
Christ and Satan. , And another improvement/solved to have the precious relict depesited in 
they attemptedon the trinity of their religion his church with al! proper ceremonigg; for which 
was, that their triad of three persons is yet one purpose, he sent in all haste for a consecrated 
God—-thus adding the Deism of Plato;'dish, a cross, and holy water, His surplice, stole, 
which was_ not the case with the religions and gap, ordered all the bells to be rung, and 
they copied from; for in them the trinity was al-|sent to give notice of the joyful nets to the 
ways, represented as three distinct persons parishioners, who throngedin crowds to the 
or Gods. Christianity is certainly a modifica- place. Then he had the skull placed in the 
tion of the heathen religions, into a more refin- consecrated dish, and being covered with a 
ed, mysterious and complicated system. The napkin, was carried to the church in procession ; 
consequence of which has been, that while the |during which, great debates arose among the 





mode of worship in those religions has degen- parishioners, every one insisting that some of 
eratedinto inhuman rites and sacrifices, the their family had been buried in that place, in 
complicated doctrines of christianity have split order that they might assume to themselves the’ 
into many persecuting and blood-thirsty sects. honour of having a saint in their family. Upon 
I would here notice the cause which How- their arrival at the church, the slyul! wag placed 
itt givesfor the universality of the trad in on the high altar,and a Te Deum was begun; 
all religions. Assuming that Adam, Abeland but when they came to the verse, “Te per or- 
Cain; Noah, Shem,Japheth and Ham really bem terrarum,”a mole unluckily crawling out of 
existed; and from the slight similitude that the skull, discovered the secret cause of its mo- 
the first two in these families were good men,}tion: upon which a stop was put to the ceremo- 
andthe last one of them bad, he supposes that/ny, and the congregotion being greatly disap- 
other nations have deified and founded their! pointed, dispersed. London Mirror. 
triads upon them. Nowis it not more natural| aa aS 
to imagine that as the physical world is con- 
stantly undergoinga growth, preservationand) _ ue 
decay that this has originated the idea in the} Campbell has sung of the “ — 3 
formation of religions by. the savage mind|Ilope,” Me. Henry of the “Pleasur J 
of systematising their gods intocreators, pre- Friendship,” Akenside of the “Pleasures of 
servers and destroyers; oratleast, it may have |Imagination,” and Southwick has even given 
caused the idea in forming the earliest reli-/us 2 poem on the “Pleasures of Poverty,” but 
gion and theothers may have copied from|it was lett for an anonymous writer; the author 
them;as has been actually the case with the|of the following lines; to sing of the “‘F leasures 
christian trinity. PALMER. of Misery!” Wehave not seen Southwick’s 
ae _|poem, but we presume he has traced the ordi- 
(¢-“Jortan,” and “O. P. Q.,” have been|narily assumed line of distinction between 
crouded out; they shallappear next week. pleasure and unhappimess—for even in pover- 
ee ees ty there may be some consolation—a man who 
(¢rAs “Dialogue No. 3,” on Atheism has/can lose nothing by reverses of fortune, ought 
not yet made its appearance, we for the present|to be in some measure happy—but the plea- 
remain upon our oars. sures of Misery! it required no little ingenui- 
+o ty, faithfully to delineate that. And yet, 
WANTED AT THIS OFFICE. strange asit may seem, we not unfrequently 
An apprentice to learn the printing business.| find the human herd courting misery as a 


One from the country would be preferred. source of bliss. The red-hot predestinarian 


“reT US ALL BE UNHAPPY TOGETHER.” 
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would not part with his brimstone lake for an|counts of a holy dog, who used to:jslide along 
elysium of earthly happiness. ‘The fear of an|on his .haunches to receive the sacrament, and 
omnipotent devil that salutary bugbear!—who)to watch over the church-yard like a guardian 
would divest himself of it? “Take away ¢hat,”| angel, and when he saw any other dogs about 
says the zealous advocate of wretchedness,|to [approach] the graves of the saints, he would 
“and what inducement would be left to the/instantly set on them, and teach them to go fur- 
performance of our duties ‘to society—what! ther. He was actually canonized by the Bish: 
barrier to oppese the march of crime!” “Were | op of Rome, and many splendid and glorious 
it not forthe constant dread of perdition,”| miracles, were wrought at the shrine of the 
says another, “we should 4/1 turn Cannibals;”|H@y Dog,St. Tovger. The relics of this tru: 
and soon to the end of the chapter. \ly Christian dog are preserved in the parish 
But it is not our intention to inflict upon the|church of San Andres, near Valladoloid, to 
réader a treatise upon thisspecies of pleas-|thisday. His soul is with Jesus. We may 
ure. We would merely introduce to his no-|/laughat this in England; buthe would be a 
tice the following pithy scrap, which we find| brave man wholauehed at it in Spain.” 
occupying a placein. a New York paper not : 
decidedly orthodox, and consequently not very! 


extensive! d | | SOMETHING QUEER. 
AtCnsively red. me ie ; 
4 Il Kings, Chap, 19-verse 35. Andit came 


PLEASURES OF MISERY. to pass that night, that the angel of the Lord 
Oh! come on some cold rainy day, went out, andsmote in the camp of the As- 
When the birds cannot show a dry feathcr | svrians a hundred, four score and five thousand: 
Bring your sighs and your tearsgranny Gray,—- |." dwhen they arose early in tl onnis 
Let us be unhappy together. an vhen they arose early in the morning, 
behold, they were all dead corpses. 





Bring the heart piercing shoots from your corns, 
g plereing ) ’ 
Bring all the dull news you can gather, _ 
Bring Dick Dismal, who looks so forlorn,y SODOM. AND GOMORRAN. 

And lets all be unhappy together. 





Welt: “talk” ddout mildews and Bligh: It is now believed (says the London Jour- 
Oceasioned by badness of weather; nal) that \ olcanic action was the cause of the 
About horrible dreams and bad nights, destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. The 
And we'll all be unhappy together. Azores, Madeira,Canary Islands, Cape de Verds, 

ws Andwe’ll talk of the ghost without head, St. Helena, Tristan D’Achuna andthe Isles 
« “That kissed mother Mump in the cellar, in the In-dian Ocean,, particularly Bourdeux, 
And frighten’d the barbers boy dead, give evidence -that they were of volcanic ori- 
wee eats et daaette in gin. Also the large island of Java, Sumatra, 

Let us fancy a duty on. snuff, Borneo, &c.,with the Phillipines,are Feviden- 


Cats, lap dogs, and monkeys, so clever, 
Le?’s suppose that there’s taxes enough, 
To make us unhappy together. 


tly acontinued range of volcanoes. The _ isl- 
ands in the West Indies are also of volcani 
basis; and South America is subjectto earth 


Letgus talk of invasion and blood, ? 
quakes, which always attend and generally pre- 


of devils, black,. white, blue, and yellow, 





ark, Noah’sself, and the flood,— cede volcanoes. 
Let us all be unhappy together. 
Let us mourn for those days, that are. past, No man ought to make it his business to take 
When our hearts were as light as a feather, wea PELTON ti Paik ccm a 
Let’s suppose that this day isour last, Gp Ghy Ucey St Converse — ory ‘wrong 
And we shall be unhappy together. thing which he may letfall. Conversation is 


€ e. . rN _ : y . . q TT « 
And I charge you, my-dear granny Gray, , | free commerce within which a great many 
Should you meet Susan Sad that you tel! her, | little things mast be passed bywithout inquiring 


The keg’s burst, and the gin’s runaway, into them: as they are often spoken without de- 
And we’re all here unhappy together. sign, so they ought to be heard without any crit- 


ical reflection. 
CHRISTIAN MIRACLES. 


“The grave and solemn Tertulliaa assures} = i-:« 
us(says Taylor,)of.a fact which he and all Nothing is so disgusting as fhe whine of ten- 
the orthodox of his time credited, that the bo-|derness; the mere cant of fecling; the parade of 
dy of a Christian which had been some time|sympathy: they bring the most amiable part of 
buried, moved itself to one side of the grave to|our nature into disrepute, and prevent many a 
make room for another corpse which was going | man from being generous, lest he should be 
to be laid byit. We have no less credible ac-| thought ridiculous. 
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See Sa will obtain a heavenly earth in heaven: he 
THE INDIAN Ss LETTERS.—No. Il. disputes my revealed religion, which was 
Take away the revenues ofthe clergy and|given to Moses and Jesus Christ, and which 
leave humble Christianity to stand by itself,|}even Mahomed, although a wild Arab, knew 
unaided by income, unsupported by bayonets,/nothing about: he wants to open hell, and 
and exposed naked to the Infidel’s quiver,/shut heaven against me: he wants to take 
Christ’s temporal and spiritual kingdoms would|away my dear sacred perquisites and Church 
fall in less than seven years; there would not |livings, and make me work for my bread, and 
be leftevena stupid negro to support the |listen to truth, mercy, and goodness, which 
Church. Every barefaced shameless action \thou knowest, O Lord! no Churchman can 
of the Christian, only shows the weakness of/endure. Torment this disciple of truth, there- 
his tenets, and the strength of his power. The fore, O gaoler, and let us fervently pray, that 
priest, the soldier, and the judge, are now}|the day may come, when we may burn him 
the Chrirtian’s gods; and to them the tot-/as our pious forefathers burnt their opposers, 
tering Church looks up for support and pro-jand cry hallelujah round the bonfire which 
tection. The Holy Ghostnow makes hisap-|roasts him! Or,O terrible Jehovah, for thou 
pearance in the visible form of pikes, swords, 'delightest in tremendous sacrifices, and the 
pistols, muskets, bayonets, powder, and ball | murder of thousands, and extirpation of nations, 
catridges. The Almighty thunders in the|plan again, I beseech thee, another massacre of 
drum, and Jesus Christ is the fifer of the re-|Saint Bartholomew and give our swords not 
giment. The, Kingdom of Heaven consists|three days, but for thy glory, three weeks 
of places and pensions; paradise, a Bishop’s|or months, to drink the blood of Deists, Athe- 
See and Church livings; Hell, the jails, where |ists, and Materialists. Vindicate thy reveal- 
the wicked Deists and Materialists must waste|ed religion, by such horrors as reduced Ca- 
their days in want and misery; exposed to|naan,and unpeopled Peruaud Mexico! 
the foul calumny of brutalized Christians,) Here is a very proper prayer forasublime 
who are as merciless as their progenitors;Christian; and indeed, we had better keep a 
the Jews, inthe days of Moses, Joshua, and/sharp look out; for, I think, I have already 
- Samuel. This must have anend: they are|/heard some whispers, at least, of a wish to 
but men, and truth will at length prevail o-/|extirpate all infidels in this republic; and we 
ver them. Church revenues will one day fall;|are authorized to impute no compunction to 
the struggle may be great, but cannot be e-|Christians of any description. That they 
vaded. If truth and justice are brought in|would rejoice and offer up thanksgivings to 
as umpires, all may endwell. Butif the sol-|their idol after sucha slaughter, | am confi- 
dier be called on to decide, then red ruinand|dent. Such are the principles instilled into 
desolation will pour along torrents of smoking|the early mindby those detestable books, 
destruction; and. in the end, the soldier will | the Bible and Testament; the first and sec- 
destroy both the Kings and Priests. ond will of the immutable and incomprehensi- 
The kind, gentle, humane, good Christian, |ble God which they adore: O men! fors " 
says tothe liberal,pay your dues; disturb not!so long,so obstinately, to cry up weak, - 
our proceedings, and you may enjoy your pri-|ed lies for truth; to pretend to a knowledge 
vate opinions in peace. But if you dare ex-jof what you say is incomprehensible; to pre- 
pose our absurdities, or detect ourfrauds, we|tend to sights, calls, revelations, and visions, 
will treat you with remorseless outrage. The|which ye never experienced; which you know 
simple Liberal only says—you are a man{are palpable untruths, vain childish tales, that 
subject to error; you are deceived yourself,|even the most ignorant and superstitious of 
and you are deceiving others: I can prove|your followers believe not, and only admit on 
your doctrine false; your creed a scandal to|courtesy that you, in return, may extend the 
humanity, your whole proceedings highly in-|same credit to their future visions, sights, & 
imicable to society; however, I only wish to|calls, when, matured in deceit and impudence, 
clear this up in an amicable and reasonable|they bring forth some bungling figment to 
manner, byarguments drawn from history,|support their sanctity. 
and those books you call holy,divine,and sa-| This fabricated inconsistent tale of reveal- 
cred, but which I call obscure, foul, evil,jed religionis at once the most daring and 
false and foolish. O! thou blasphemer, cries,|imposing falsehood that human genius and 
the meek, humble Christian—away with him |depravity could invent, or the credulity of fond, 
to prison; he dares to reason against the word | foolish, ignorant man swallow without suffo- 
of God, by which I enjoy heavenon earth; &|cation. According to the Jews and Christians, 
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God has only “revealed himself. to man an three | 


times since ‘the creation ; once to Noah; a sec- 
ond time to Moses; and a third and last? time 
to a few Jews in Palestine throughhis son Je- 
sus Christ. 


account of these his divine and merciful revel-| | 


ations, he might as well have been silent on 
the occasion; for, in the first place, nobody | 
would believe Noah, and God must have known | 


this; so he dnetind the world, as he intend- 


ed to do. Here the revelation was of nouse, 


and the Almighty had the satisfaction of drown-. 
because they would not be-|us tothe 


ing mankind, 
lieve he was a cruel, implacable tyrant. The 
second time he rev ealed himself to an exiled 
murdereron Mount Horeb; he made him (Mo-' 
ses) a complete conjuror, and sent him to play 
slight-of-hand tricks at Pharaoh’s 
here played the most unaccountable pranks, 
that ever the most cruel and capricious ty-| 
rant couldinvent, toplague poor frailma with. 

We are only pleased, when we reflect, that | 
the whole is a fable of Jewish invention. 


Whether the story of these people be truth or| 
falsehood, it abounds with fraud, blood, afidin-| believer; you will be damned. 
discriminate slaughter: the gloomy horde al- ‘worthy of mercy, 


ways exulting in | plunder: the tremendous God | 
Jehovah, thundering in black clouds on Sinai, | 
or ruminating in silence in the camp, was 
terribleand vindictive, cruel, vengeful, jealous, | 
and unjust. For what, we ‘ask, did he reveal | 
himself to the Jews? The duration of their! 
kingdom was short compared with other nations 
of the world, and, during their ‘existence asa 
people, although they had the Almighty Jeho- 
vah for engineer and architect, they left no! 
token, sign or amusement upon earth to mark | 
the divinity of their artificer; or their artifi- 
comme’ the beauty of his invention. --'Their 
temple was a plain house loaded and 
filled with barbarous figures and frieze work, 
in which the Bull Apis was not forgotten, & 
serves, at once,to show their want of invention, 
and the author of their religion. They seem 
to have been made to accumulate wealth and 
keep it altogether when got;and as they had 
then acity and house to hold gold, silver, 
and brass, they filled their horde to their own 
destruction: for their wealth drew on them 
kings to plunder their hive; and their atroci- 
ties, pride, and unsocia! manners, cut them off 
from respect as prisoners of war. Where is 
the utility of their revelation! Their God Je- 
hovah, could not save them from the hand of 
Vespacian, nor deliver them from the Roman 
legions. ‘Twice,we see, the Almighty has 
failed in his scheme of universal happiness 


| ° 


Court. God| | 








through the means of revelation. Need we 





—= 
pursue ‘the thread of the third divine mis- 
sion? 

Behold the modern revealed religion! Con- 
sider whence it sprung. This tale concerns 


Now, according to the historical|ourselves; therefore it ought to be carefully 


investigated. On it our eternal salvation, 
our future woe or happiness in another life 
depends: therefore, we should be minute in 
our enquiry, and as certian, to an azimuth, 
of every how,and when, and why, and where- 
fore pertaining to it. Come, then, priests & 
prelates—come alldivines and laymen, help 
truth; assist us with your learning, 
'wisdom, sense, reason, and understanding ful- 
ly to comprehend this grand subject:— 

Priest. You must read and believe your Bi- 
ble. 

Answer. Ican anddoreadthe Bible; but I 
am candid;I donot believe its sentiments: 
for I cannot comprehend its meaning. To me 
lit seems a gross collection of fables and atro- 
cities, too foul for human practice, or too tn- 
fling ‘for human wisdom. 

Priest. You are a heretic; you are an un- 
You are un- 
God will punish you for 
ever andever in hell for daring to disbelieve 
his holy word. 

Answer. Holy father, this again appears 
very strange tome that God will damn me for 
not believing whatI cannot understand, and 
what you cannot explain. Why should God, 


if he wished me to know any thing, not tell 


me in such plain terms, that! could not mis- 
take his meaning, and at the same time 
convince me of ithimself whowas speaking 
to me? Why not reveal himself to all mam 
kind in one moment, whichhe could do, if he 
thought proper, and not send men to write a 
book full of falsehoods and attrocities, which 
nobody can understand, and which serve no 
purpose but for priests to detail out for pay, 


under the name of revealed religion.? 
(To be Continued.) 


MORE INSPIRATIOM. 


Nature and Scripture are a Coast and its 
Chart!!—The Law came by Moses, and ends 
with the prophet Matthias :— the Gospel came by 
Jesus Christ, and terminates with the holy 
holes of time in that prophet, the Page of Na 
ture—who delivers a sermonat Tammany 
Hall next Sunday morning, to demonstrate an 
eternal and restorative Providence by the pre 
cession of the equinoxes, and that 666 are not 
only the number toJesus Christ in St. Peter’s 
key to the Sun’s magic compass; but also 
in the Hebrew for Jesus of Nazareth, where 
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seven heads and ten horns are seen with- 
out a juggle. ‘Therefore 240 times square 
the Chaldee solar cycle 600 and its circle 660, 
and Saint John’s 144,000 sealed tribes and 
Hindoo Chrishna’s sons, save the cycle of Cle- 
ostratus 160 which ruled Olympia’s games, & 
that regard an angle’s23°28 which divided by 
the angle of the ecliptic’s 24 degrees or el- 
ders round God's throne, are 6000 luni-solar 
years, each of 355 days, and 6,660 lunar 
years, each of 320 days; because 320 and 355 
being a square and circle, so are quadrants, 
6,000 the world’s age next year, and each 
worth a quadrant of Plato’s great year of 25,-| 


| 
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A REVEREND CONVICT. 
The Rev. Charles L. Cook, alias Dr. Cooke, 
has been convicted, in the Municipal Court at 
Boston,as a receiver of stolen goods, and sen- 
tenced to three days solitary confinement and 
seven ycars hard labor in the State Prison. 
Previous to the announcement of the sentence, 
(says the Boston Morning Post,) he addressed 
the Court with some tact and fluency, and 


isentimentally attributed his manifold moral 


defections and long continued aberration from 
the path of rectitude, to the circumstance, that 
he married a wife whom he did not love, By 


‘the urgent solictations of his mother and sis- 


000 years (or miles roundour earth) between |ter, He was first a Congregational clergy- 
positive 23,360 solarand negative 26,640 lu-| man, and inthe early portion of his ministe- 
nar years, whose quadrants are either of them iq] career, acquired popularity enough tohave 
the world’s exactagein 1836, when Halley’s | pis handsome face lithographed, and hung up 
Comet! will thunder: “It is finished! a win-|in the parlors ofthe faithful of his flock. His 
terseason of Plato’s great year now falls In|<walk and conversetion,’ however, soon be- 
the rear;for the sextants of 360 times 400) came so unsuitable to his office, that he was 


and 400 squared are no more squared because 
21,600 miles or * years of Romulus’ 300 days'| 
and 24,000, each of the Constellation Cetus’) 
333days area square and circle, so are 24,- 
000 and 26,640,soare 23,360 and 25,920, in} 
ratio 360 to 400 or9 to 10in golden 19!” 








regularly and publicly dismissed from the 
connexion, and recommended ‘to serve God 
in some other calling... This recommenda- 
tion he followed by procuring a conditional li- 
cense to preach Restorationism, but again 
conducted in such a manner as to incur the 


You thatfrom hell would flee, buy my Book! .ensure of the church. and he was again dis- 


of Life, 374 cents. Pllteach you how itcame| 
to pass, that the Christians have steered our 


missed. Being thus a second time driven from 
the cure of souls, he commenced the cure of bo- 


ry £ “Aa ot WT. . ray ~-! 1° . 
steamboat Earth from the coast of Nature rath-| gies and opened anapothecary’s shop in Broad 


er than towardsit; while the Infidels have) 
thrown the Scripture chart overboard like) 
another Jonah;—so that between the two 
blunderers, minute guns are crying, signals 
of distress flying; plague, pestilence, famine,| 
mutiny and warchristen the doom of Chris- 
tendom’s law. Like a flying Dutchman there is 
earth sans new-birth, beating now off Cape) 
Horn in woe forlorn, anon off Cape Forlorn 
Hope, steered by protestants and Pope wher- 
ever there’s storm. How she struggles with 
a Chinese tiffoon having parted with the Moon 
and lunar observations by her mal-adminis- 
trations. 

Jam your true pilot. My flag displays) 
the crescent round Earth’s cross. [ll put you, 
all ashore in the port of Paradise on the coast 
of Nature. Look at my second advent com- 
mand: Strive for each other’s felicity; seek 
each others welfare!— 

Epwarp PosrLerHwayte Pacer, 
High Priestof Nature. 
’ N. Y. Sun, 





(¢pFor the remittance (3$) ofour Buffalo 
friend, we paid 50 cts postage, and 25 cts. dis- 





count. Our terms are in advance, frecof postage. ! 


street, where he employed young Baxter to 
compound his medicine, while he compounded 
Baxter’s felonies. 

He appeared but little disheartened by his 
sentence, and after shaking hands with a friend 
or two, retiredfrom the Court laughing. : 

The Boston Transcript states that: alt h 
Cook was tried for receiving stolen m: 
only, ‘in the course of the trial testimony wa: 
elicited which showed him as a wretch ad- 
dicted to the most vicious practices. His 
whole life has been one of disgusting vice 
and turpitude, and society ‘is weil rid of his 
demoralizing influences. His punishment, in 
proportion to his crimes, is light as dust.’ 

—- N.Y. Sun. 


TERMS. 


Tue Western Examiner is published every Thurs- 
day on Olive, between Main and Church-streets, Saint 
Louis, at Zwo Dollars per annum, tn advance, or Two 
Dollars and fifiy cents, if payment be delayed three 
months beyond the time of subscribing. 

{The friends of liberal principles throughout the 
Union, are respectfully requested to accept the agency of 
this paper, and aid usin procuring subscribers. 

{g> Communications, postpaid, (unless containing 
remittances over $5,) may be addressed to ** Zhe Edttors 
of the Western Examiner, St. Louts, Mo. 
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